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Kate: So Dave, are you going on holiday during winter break?
Dave: Yes, it’s all booked! I’m going to Japan for a few days after Christmas.
Kate: Oh, fantastic! What are you going to do there?
Dave: I’m staying in Tokyo, so I’m going to explore the city and try and find some decent   
 restaurants!
Kate:  I’m sure you’ll have a whale of a time! 
Dave: I hope so! How about you? Anything special planned?
Kate: I’m not going travelling this winter but I will spend some time with my parents. We   
 always spend Christmas together.
Dave: Christmas with the family is the best! When’s your next holiday?
Kate: I’m off to Jeju in February. I like to go there when it’s not so hectic with travellers!
Dave: I agree! Jeju in winter is a far cry from Jeju in summer!
Kate: Yes, I look forward to enjoying the restaurants, beaches and Halla mountain in peace!

Vocabulary

Decent   - Good!
Hectic   - Extremely busy and active. Gangnam station during rush hour!
Look forward to - To be excited about a future event.
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Idioms

Have a whale of a time  - To have a great time.
A far cry from   - Very different from.

Grammar - Appointments

Look at the following sentences in the dialogue:  ‘Are you going on holiday?’
       ‘I’m going to Japan’
       ‘I’m staying in Tokyo’

As you can see, they all use the same grammar. If you use ‘be verbing’ in the future, it ex-
presses appointments. It means that the action has a certain time and certain place. Look 
at the following examples:

I’m meeting my friends in Gangnam this evening.
Sorry, I can’t meet you; I’m going to the dentist tomorrow afternoon.
What are you doing this evening?

Discussion

1. Dave and Kate are talking about holiday plans for this winter. Do you have any holiday 
plans for this winter/summer vacation?
2. Kate uses the expression ‘whale of a time’. When is the last time you had a whale of a time?
3. What’s the best holiday you have ever had?
4. What types of activities do you like to do on holiday?
5. Are you more of an active traveller or ‘relax on the beach’ kind of traveller?
6. Do you prefer holidays to hot or cold climates?
7. Have you ever had a bad experience on holiday?
8. Where is your dream holiday destination?


