British Culture Series

Pub culture

First thoughts
1. How is the image above different from traditional drinking places in your country?
2. Have you ever been to somewhere like this before?

Pubs are a focal point for communities, work colleagues and friends to meet and socialize,
but how did the pub come to be?
We can start with the Romans. They built
‘tabernae’, which sold books, food and wine to
people passing through. Inspired by tabernae,
many people served ale out of their homes,
and these soon evolved into meeting
places where the public would gather, gossip
and discuss important matters. And so the
public house or ‘pub’ was born!
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What do pubs serve?
If you’re not a drinker or you’re the designated
driver, then you can easily order a soft drink! If
you’re a drinker, then the usual order is lager,
ale, bitter and spirits. Cider (a fermented apple
drink) is an increasingly popular option
nowadays. These drinks are usually served in a
whole pint unless you request ‘a half’!
It is unlikely pubs will serve you fancy cocktails.
This is something that you would normally get
in a bar.

How do you order drinks?
In almost all pubs you need to order your drink
at the bar. Pubs are busy after work and the
weekends, so you should edge your way to the
front of the queue but DON’T push in! Once at
the front, get the attention of the bar staff by
having your money ready. They will ask “what
can I get you?” or “what are you having?” and you
give them your order.
What’s a ‘round’?
If you’re drinking with British people, this is
IMPORTANT! Buying a round of drinks – a drink
for everyone in your party – is an unspoken
social rule. If someone has ‘got a round in’, then
you will rotate rounds between all members.
When it’s your turn, tell everyone ‘my round’ and
then go to the bar!
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How about food? I need food with my drink!
These days most pubs serve hot and cold food.
The traditional snacks eaten in pubs are crisps
and nuts.
The social code is if you are feeling a bit
peckish, you’ll ask people in your group what
flavour of crisps they like. You then share the
snacks by ripping the bag open so the crisps
are piled on the torn foil.

Is it normal to start a conversation with a
stranger?
One of the great things about pub culture is
that you can strike up a conversation with a
stranger and even make new friends. It might
be a passing comment about the weather or
the football scores. It could also be something
heavier, such as something in the news or
about politics. Whatever the topic is, join in!

Vocabulary and expressions
Designated driver
Fancy
Queue
Social code
Peckish

- The person chosen to drive everyone home at the end of the night.
- High quality or luxurious. Intended to impress.
- A line of people or cars waiting for something.
- A social rule.
- Hungry.

Discussion
1. What do you like about British pubs?
2. Can you find anything like this in your country?
3. What are the big differences between pub culture in Britain and your country?
4. If you went to a British pub, what would you order?
5. What would you be curious to try?
6. Have you ever been designated driver? What did you drink?
7. Have you ever started a conversation with a stranger? What did you talk about?
8. Can you start conversations with strangers in your country?
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